Public Information

1830 Lakeside Drive

Franklin, NC 28734

acon County Voice: 828-349-2437

u b | |C H eda It h MCPHPublicInformation@maconnc.org

Press Release

Macon County Public Health Will Being Pre-Registering Children Age 12 to 15 for the
COVID-19 Vaccination

With the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) vaccine advisory panel set to authorize the use of the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine for
use in those aged 12 to 15, Macon County’s Vaccine Call Center will begin to pre-register children,
should their parents wish for them to be vaccinated once the vaccine has been approved. No Pfizer
clinics are currently planned, though the public and those who pre-register will be notified once
appointments become available for the Pfizer vaccine with Macon County Public Health.

The Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine is approved under a FDA Emergency Use Authorization, and
has been shown to be safe and effective at preventing severe iliness from COVID-19, and vaccine
clinical trials for the age 12 to 15 group had no symptomatic infections after being fully vaccinated.
Side effects in this age group were similar to that of the age 16 to 25 group which included fever, pain
at the injection site, and cold like symptoms lasting no longer than 72 hours after the injection.

Vaccinating children is key to increasing immunity within our community, and allowing students to
return to a normal school life. Once fully-vaccinated, students will be able to stay in in-person
classroom settings regardless of exposure, and those with no symptoms will be allowed to attend
classes.

Parents that want their child to receive the COVID-19 vaccine, must call Macon County’s Vaccine Call
Center at 828-524-1500 to pre-register. Any adult who wishes to receive the vaccine, may also call
the Vaccine Call Center to register and schedule an appointment. The Macon County Vaccine Call
Center is open Monday — Friday, from 8:00am to 5:00pm.

HH#

For Immediate Release on May 5, 2021 Page 1 of 1



